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MEMORIALIZING RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

KINGSTON, NEWYORK, REAFFTRMTNG KTNGSTON AS A WELCOMTNG AND INCLUSIVE CITY

Sponsored By: Laws and Rules Committee
Aldermen Eckert, Scott-Childress, Carey

WHEREAS, the City of Kingston, N.Y. ís proud to be a city that values diversity; and

WHEREAS, the City of Kíngston has long considered itself a city of immigrants; and

WHEREAS, the City of Kingston is committed to upholding and protecting the civil and human rights of
all individuals within the City and has long prohibited discrimination based on race, ethnicity,
immigration status, national origin, religion, gender identity, sexual orientation, ability or other
protected characteristics in the provision of its services; and

WHEREAS, it is particularly essential to the mission of the City's emergency seruíces departments that
victims report crimes or injuries, cooperate fully in investigations, and summon help when needed; and

WHEREAS, the threat of deportation or prosecution for no reason other than immigration status may

discourage residents without legal immigration status or who have family members or friends without
legal immigration status from reporting crimes or injuries, cooperat¡ng in investigations, seeking

opportunities for their children living in this community, or summoning help when needed; and

WHEREAS, enforcement of federal immigration laws is the prerogatíve of federal enforcement agencies,

not local law enforcement agencies; and

WHEREAS, the Kingston Police Department has long held to the practice that ¡t does not inquire into a

person's ímmigration status upon initialcontact; and

WHEREAS, the Kingston Police Department has long determined that it will give full priority to public

safety and justice concerns in preference over rigid enforcement of immigration regulations; and

WHEREAS, the Kingston Police Department, Mayor and Police Commission will develop policies and

procedures as to if and when undocumented foreign nationals will be referred to the appropriate
federal agencies; and

WHEREAS, the City of Kingston has no formal existing agreements to enforce immigration policy; and

WHEREAS, no other City department inquires into the immigration status of individuals before making

government services available to that individual; and

WHEREAS, these practices are generally considered to be "Sanctuary City'' policies; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor of Kingston has reaffirmed the City's commitment to be welcoming and inclusive

to all and supports codifoing these City's long-standing practices ínto City policy; and

WHEREAS, federal law does not require local law enforcement or other local service providers to
inquire into an individual's immigration status or to respond to federal lmmigration and Customs

Enforcement (lCE) detaíner requests so that these principles are not inconsistent with federal law;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KINGSTON, NEW

YORK AS FOLLOWS:



SECTION 1:

Carly n

that the Common Council also reaffirms the City of Kingston commitment to
continue its longstanding and legal practice of not inquiring into the
immigration status of individuals being provided local government services.

SECTION 2: That this resolution shall be effective immediately.

Submitted to the Mayor th¡s \\\ch Approved by the Mayor ilris l) {

day of 20L7 day of lÏon.ro.rr | ,20L7
I

rk T. Noble, Mayor
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Office of the Mayor
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lq.
Stevcn'f. Nollle
Mayor

December 6,2016

Honorable James L. Noble, President
Common Council
City of Kingston
Kingston, New York 12401

Dear President Noble,

While our role in local government is to focus on matters pertaining to the City of Kingston, it is important for
us to prepare for how transitions in leadership at the national level may impact small cities like ours. I believe
that in times of change and uncertainty, we as community leaders must be as clear as possible with our
constituents about how we will serve, protect and support them.

I have been approached by the Ministers Alliance of Kingston and a number of local religious leaders, the
Worker Justice Center of New York and by community members throughout Kingston, all asking for me to
consider declaring the City of Kingston a "sanctuary city." While I believe these requests align with the
principles and values of our community, andthatmore broadly we must continue to build trust and peace within
city, I would like for the Council to explore these requests with me and consider preparing a memorializing
resolution.

Please refer this matter to the appropriate committee and let me know when to attend. I have been in constant
communication with Chief Tinti on this matter and expect that he will join me for this discussion.

Respectfully Submitted,

Steven T. Noble
Mayor
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Ivlayor Steve Noble
Oflice of the Ma¡r6¡
Kingston City f{all
4.20 Broadway
Kingsfon, hrY 1240f

Ðear Mayor Noble:

As clergy leaders of the diverse religious r;omnruni4r that is ¡.esictent in lfingston,through your officc, we tvish to petitian tlre commorr coi¡ncil to declarc the cfty 6fKingston a Sanctuary Cíet.

we a:'e ãware that the gCIvernÕr has alreacly declared ours a sanctuary state, butwe
are also very awâre that the large nurnber åf Latinos and the smaller ¡rumberr of
Musllms wlro are ssch an impnitant part of our common life are increasi,ngly anrl
reasonably conccrned and I'rightene¿J for rheir saf'ety and securit¡r

Residents face resffictions and deportatiolls under current or future Ímmigration
enfbrcentent policies, inc{ucl.ing those that may be Írn¡:lementer{ by the preãident-
lìlect.

fulr" 'frunrp lras vorryed tc rel,oke ail of llresjcient Obanlâ,s exeçutive orders,
particularlythose conccrning imrnigration rcform, such as llel.erred Âction for
childhood ¡lrrivals [DACÁ], nrhich creat*, an excepÈlcn from deportation crefers anrj
helps undoculnented youth br"o*ghf fo thc US as .hildr*n to obtåin work permits.
f{e Jras also proposed tt¡ creäte a ãedicated t¿¡sl¿ force tc detain and ctcpoit
undccun:ented US residenls, and to ernplcy existing iaw enforcement i l carry o,rr
deportations ûn a large scale.

Tod"ay \#e âre confrontecl r'vilh a nroral impcrative to prclterl vulne rable populatlcns
itr the evelÌt that forces mc,ve against thcm t¡nfairly oi imrnorally. 'l'he lnìpår.atirre
requÍre¡ that we pledge lo I'elì¡se fo cc)operare r+¡ith ir:rrnoral laws, executive orders,police demands, or judicial ¡lecisions that targel these members of our commurilty,
pat'ticularly those who are u¡rcJocume¡rted. Itrnleans tlrat rve refirse to report the



11í¡tÌÌes or crther inforn":aticrl ¿hout our citizens, lo turn them or.,cr to autfioritiefì, orothenvise aíd rheÍr ¡:crsecu t.icin.

rlcccrl'ding to a 2Û1tr inlernal lïÌemo ltom thc US Departrncntof ïnrrnÍgratior¡ and
C{'tston1s ãnfçrccment [lCIl], imnrigration oftÌcers must obseru. *p*rifi. restrictions,
such as not being able to enter plaies of worship, hospitals anri cán:¡:uses witlrout
ex¡rlicif ¡rern:ission.

{ few days ago a Latino mentber nf'r:ne cll'aur cCIngr(ig<ltions slrarecl a rnost
disturbing srory" r-a.sr weer< h!s neprrcrø's chlrd .o*u üo,n, ir;;;; ,;h;oi, r*tì"ru rr* i,
in the third grade, and told ìri.s nroiher lhat he wasrl't g*ing to return tt¡ school next:
<iay or ever agaÍn. When his moftrrer.asked rt4r1,, lte tnä ho¡. [hat some af his
classrnates h*d cornered hin: and tolcl him thai he wåsn't an American and that he
clidn't belon,g here and thaf he shourd go h*n"re t;o his {}îvr1 countr}¡. The chikj ,uças
born in Kingston l{os¡lital. No chil¿f should knôn, suc}r paÍn.

As reiigiuus leadet-s we are nllnclful of lhe powcr of s¡inrbolic gestures and actÍcns
and beiieve that declaring l{ingsto n a S6nitutt4v Cíty wouid r.r,ìiir tretp to cducafn our
pcpulace at large rclatÍve to the dest¡'uctiveness clf natívisf irnpulsei and xe nophobic
expressÍons, as rtrelì as provide sr:ü¡e nleäsurc of reassurailcr tr) siste rs and hrothers
r+¡ho are under siege"

Respectfully,

fhe Rer'. Frank j. Alagna, ph.Ð.
I{oly CrosslSanta Crua lîpiscnpal Church

'Ihe Rev. Filonlella Servel!cn
f{oly Cross/Santa Cruz lîpiscopal Church

îhe llev. David |olly {in hi.s cw¡r nanre}
United lvlefhodisr Church

Tl¡e Rev" fames Rowe
liv*ngelical l,utheran Churclr of tlrc Redeemcr

'l'hc Rev. farne.s Childs
Pointe af Praise Church

'fhe fìev. Michelle Meech
St John's Episcopal Church

trlastûr f .lì. Clrilds, jr.
Pointe of llraise Church



'fhe Rev. Iustin fohnson
Holy Triníty Lutheran Church

The Rev, ü. Modele Clark
New Frogressive Baptist Church

The Rev. Erica Ëaron
Uni tarian Un iversaì ist CongregatÍon

Pastor 0onald Mapes
King's Fire Church

The Rev" Doris Hatcher
Riverview Missicnary Saptist Ch u r"ch

The Rev" Kendra Vanl{outen
Fair Street Reformed Church

The Rev. Fate Banks Taylor
St. Mark's Chapel.A,ME Church

The Ren fames and foan Alley frcl;r"-"t)
Katsbaan Reformed Church

The Rev, Ëvelyn f. Clarke
New Progressive Baptist Church

The Rev. Paul D. Worthington
New Pr:ogr"essive BapCist Church

'fhe Rev. Ðr" Renee Ho¡,¡se
Old Dutch Church

"fhe Rer.. Kevin Slusher
Refbrmsd Church of Porú Ewen

Pastor Jordån Scruggs
$t. James Uuited Methadist Churr.h

The Rsv. Rick Ðe La Pefla {in his own name}
Roman Catholic Chr¡rch



TI{E CITY OF KINGSTON COMMON COUNCTL

LAWS & RULtrS
COMMITTEE REPORT

DEPARTMENT DATE
Descripti on

Si

Motion

Seconded
Committee Vote YES NO

Chairman

I

ard 3

/
BillCarey, Ward 5 r

n Mills, ard 7

)/

Deborah Brou'lt, S/ ard 9 >4

Action Required: Ø,Hnç+

SEQRA Decision
Type I Action
Type II Action
Unlisted Action

Negative Declaration of Environmental Significance:

Conditioned Negative Declaration:

Seek Lead Agency Status:

Positive Declaration of Environ¡rrental Signil'icance:



City of Kingston, New York Common Council

Honorable James Noble, Presiding

oL / oL / 2OL7 -L2 / 3L / 2OL7

Roll Call

Comm¡ttee Date

Resotution r¡tte: ff\c¡\åeç¡ -\¡o TaHo- ?¡-go\,¡\åon * -1

Offered By:

Seconded By:

Alderman Cftr\\ g

Record OfVote

J Defeated lOTotals: Carried

Alderman Yes No Absent Reason

1. Lvnn Eckert (Dl \t'
2. Douslas Koop (D) ì(
3. Revnolds Scott-Childress (D) V
4. Nina Dawson (Dl {
5. William Carev (D) x
6. Tonv Davis (D) x
7. Marv Ann Mills (D) ">{

8. Steven Schabot (D) \A

9.Deborah Brown (R) Y

Carly Winnie, City Clerk



Resolution Title:

Ci,tA

Offered By:

Seconded By:

City of Kingston, New York Common Council

Honorable James Noble, Presiding

oL / 0L / 20 L7 - t2 / 3 L / 2Or7

Roll Call

Laut,s t Ru.t-ers
commrttee

1/10117

RES}LUTI)N #7 oú 2017 Røa((itffiLng KLngtton a.6 6" wQlcomíng and ínc,LtttLv¿

Alderma

Record Of Vote

Totals: Ca 5 3

Alderman Yes No Absent Reason

1. Lvnn Eckert (Dl X
2. Douelas Kooo (D)

3. Revnolds Scott-Childress (D) x
4. Nina Dawson (Dì X
E William Cerev fDl X
6. Tonv Davis (Dl {,-
7. Marv Ann Mills (D) x
8. Steven Schabot (D) X
g.Deborah Brown (Rl {

Carly Winnie, City Clerk


