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Welcome!
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Agenda Tonight

5:00-5:30pm Intro Presentation

5:30-7:00pm Resource Prioritization & 
Map Table Discussions

7:00-7:30pm Summary Wrap Up

8:00pm Library Closes

Thank you for attending!
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What is an Open Space Plan?
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Open space plans and 
conservation are about 
identifying what areas of your 
community are most 
important to protect for long-
term growth and resource 
planning.

What is an Open Space Plan?
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An Open Space Plan can help:

• Protect safe drinking water

• Improve flood control

• Maintain habitats for wildlife

• Reduce noise pollution

• Improve air quality

• Provide outdoor recreation

• Conserve important farmland

• Conserve scenic resources

• Steer future zoning policy

• Protect property values

What is an Open Space Plan?
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Public input is crucial to this plan. The 
public can assist the Committee in:

• Confirming resource inventory

• Identifying community priorities 
and values

• Developing plan concepts

• Synthesizing a vision

• Reviewing the draft plan

• Refining the final plan

• Helping to promote the 
implementation of these ideas 
after adoption

The Role of the Public
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Common Types of Recommendations

• Identifying the priority areas of 
town for permanent 
conservation or park space.

• Ways to improve access to 
existing open space, park and 
water resources.

• Identifying potential future trail 
connections and outdoor 
recreational opportunities.

• Increasing public awareness and 
support of local open spaces 
and natural resources.



Kingston, NY OPEN SPACE PLAN

• Provide guidance for 
landowners who may want to 
conserve land.

• Strategies for funding land 
acquisition.

• Identification of current 
zoning issues which conflict 
with open space goals.

• Identifying ways zoning code 
could be modified to help 
protect open space resources.

Common Types of Recommendations
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VISION MAP PLAN DOCUMENT
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FORESTS RIPARIAN BUFFERS PARKLAND HISTORIC SITES

LAND BIOLOGY RECREATION AMENITIES AQUATIC BIOLOGY

Natural Resource Inventory
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Contains significant 
tree canopy – greater 
than 40% coverage.
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Street and park trees 
inventoried, as well as 
planting sites.

3,119 trees 
inventoried
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Connected areas of 
habitat allowing 
wildlife movement.

Want to avoid 
fragmentation.
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Contains upland 
areas identified with 
significant regional 
biological importance.

Non-tidal, non-
aquatic habitat.

Upland hardwood 
forest

Upland mixed forest

Upland conifer forest

Rocky barren

Upland shrubland

Upland meadow

Calcareous crest
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Contains areas 
identified with unique 
or underrepresented 
habitat types.

Upland hardwood 
forest
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Hudson River

Rondout Creek

Esopus Creek

Twaalfskill Brook

Spring Lake
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Important for filtering 
out pollutants from 
water

Help to mitigate 
flooding

Critical habitat areas

Hydric soils are 
permanently or 
seasonally saturated

Help with the 
formation of 
hydrophitic plants
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Vegetated areas 
adjacent to streams 
and rivers.

Helps to shade and 
protect waterway

Filters pollutants

Protects local water 
quality.
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Contains areas 
identified with 
significant regional 
biological importance.

Aquatic habitats

Wetlands

Hardwood and shrub 
swamp

Riparian zones

Water bodies

Submerged aquatic 
vegetation

Water chestnut

Marsh

Rare plants
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Includes parks and 
playgrounds

Cemeteries

Also indicates 
surrounding parcels 
which may be of 
interest
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Includes protected 
historical property, 
district or feature

Also includes adjacent 
parcels which may be 
of interest
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Properties owned by 
the City of Kingston

May have opportunity 
for future parks or 
open space
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Recreation Areas

Riparian Buffers

Historic Resources

Biologically Important Areas

Using The Inventory – Spatial Analysis

Forest Cover
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GIS suitability analysis 
looks at scoring elements 
of the inventory based on 
community importance.

Using The Inventory – Spatial Analysis

Overlapping Resources = 
Priority Areas
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This provides us with a technical assessment of 
resource priority areas...

...but we need you to help us identify priorities 
and specific areas or ideas which are important 
to the community.

Using The Inventory – Spatial Analysis
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Two Exercises Tonight

Prioritization of Resources – How much do 
you value the protection / improvement of the 
different natural and cultural resources in 
Kingston?

Table Mapping Discussions – Discussions at 
individual tables about specific areas of the 
city.

• Kingston City Overall
• Downtown Kingston – urban center
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FORESTS RIPARIAN BUFFERS PARKLAND HISTORIC SITES

LAND BIOLOGY RECREATION AMENITIES AQUATIC BIOLOGY

Where would you spend money to preserve / improve?

Prioritization of Resources
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Prioritization of Resources

$120
To Spend

= $10
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Table Mapping Discussions

City Overall City Center
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• Draw on maps with markers 
and pens

• Make comments with sticky-
notes

• Discussion questions 
provided at each table

• Throughout this period, vote 
on resource priorities

• Meet back here @ 7pm

• Questions?

Table Mapping Discussions
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Prioritization & Table Discussions
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• Document and review 
input from tonight

• Review ideas and 
priorities with CAC

• Move forward with 
development of draft 
plan

Next Steps – After Tonight
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Anticipated Schedule

Part Description Anticipated Timeline

1 Project Kickoff & Analysis July – August 2018

CAC Meeting & Public Outreach Plan

2 Public Meeting 1 - Vision September 2018

Develop preliminary priorities and ideas

3 Draft Plan Prepared Nov – Dec 2018

Review plan with CAC

4 Public Meeting 2 – Draft Plan Jan 2019

Update plan based on comments

5 Present Final Plan Spring 2019

Adoption and implementation
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Additional comments or 
suggestions can be sent 
to the CAC at:

Next Steps – After Tonight

CAC@Kingston-ny.gov

Comments open until 
October 9th.
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Thank you.

112 Spring Street, Suite 305
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

151 South Main Street, Suite 
200

New City, NY 10956

www.behanplanning.com

This project was funded in part by a grant from the Hudson River 
Estuary Program, a program of the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation with funding provided by the NYS
Environmental Protection Fund.


