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INTRODUCTION
Trnis report follows # request to the New York State

Councll on the Arts from tnhne Hlstoric Lezndmsrks Preservaition

~ v

.Commisslion of the City of Kinzsston, MNew York for consultestion
: ¥ 3

in surveyingz the nistorlicsl srchitectursl rescurces of the

‘Kingston Stockede Hlstorlc District. This consultsnt spent

two days vislting the district,“expertly gulded by Dr. Cherles
Galyon end Mr. Herry Rigby. Limited time Gid not allow visit-
ing the interior of more thsn e few bulldings, but it wes

préﬁosed tnrct the evaluestion of these bulldings be basgd

. pPrimerily upon their confrioutlon to the area, as determlnéd

by tneir exterior oualltles

’ Thls consultant hpg concludea thﬁt 2S an ensanblc
the seveﬁ;y some bulldings noted hnre COmDrise en. outstanding
collection of the work of three centuries. While the_stonc,-
houses of Kingston mey;be widely recognizéé as distinctlive,
they méy heve been overemphesized to the éetfiment of other
shpndFlesnt Sulliings, Todesd, this wriker bansiishs & 08N OF
the lrte nineteenth century works hnere to be of vslue equal po

thet of some esrlier stone houses.\ At 2 time when broad
propossls for urban renewel within the StockadelDistrlct are
being mede, ;t 1s criticel thet preoccupation with anEiquity
glone doss not spare but a few anclent bulldings to survive
out of their context in =a mddcrn commerclal aresa.

Tnis consultsnt hes recommended in thlis report an

elternestive method of renewsl to demolition and reconstructlon,
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‘commmunities, To lose this for the snounymity of mass‘producea;

i

He urges development of 2 ccmprenensive plsn for restoring
and mzinteining the entire stoncurde 2res rfor continued
survival =g a living hisgoric district, The unlque quellities

of tne plece may be better utllized to ettresct commerce thsn

)]

injectlion of dlsruptive new work which, slthougn "modern",
mignt be entlcipeted to be of a qunlity consilstent wilth
economic speculetion, The Stoégﬂde District m%ght‘preservc

snd conslderably ‘enhence by restorztion a genuinely distinctive

character such 2s hss attrscted tourilsm to otner historic

" catalogue assemblcd "modern" renewal, so typiczl of othef

_not be determined ons by one. Here the whole is indeed grester

citles across the country, would be treglc.

- ’ ™

l__he value of thne builoinws described herein should

in ﬁ?lue, th2n the sum of the parts, becsuse even tne simplesﬁ

of buildlngs cciapnliment each other, cregting1the-qu911ty of

the néighborhOOd, the context, without Wnich even the most

Luportsnt monuments (and there are seversl here) would be less

velusble. It 1 as a dollcctioh, representing builldings bf
meny types from many perloos thst the survey here should'be‘
secn, There are very few buildings listed here which could

te lost without lmpziring the vslue of thls collectlon of
historic srchltecture es a.whole:7 One -should lea;é ask, as
well, whether the replscement fo;—;ven the simplest Qf bulldings
1s likely to improve or detrsct from the quaslity of the

nelanborhood.”
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The Stocksde District is stlll a remarkebly cohesive
#/nd viasble contelned uroen aree, It wesars its hlstoric
cnarecter with accustomed eese, It 1s not & museum, 1t 1s e

iively nelgnbornood, This consultrnt hopes thrt the quelivy

this unique plece mey be preserved and enhsuced by

of }
sympathetic restoration.l ;
i
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1. TEE STOWNE HOUSES E

Twenty two stone bulldings within or adjacent to
the stockade esrez mey be considéered "houses" beceuse of thelr
original function, Of these, only ten appear to be single

femlly residences todey, while three more evidence conversion

to multiple dwellings. The extent of alteration =2nd restorationm-

of these residences varies. Two heave received lgter brick
fronts; otherwlse,.sll retaln signifilcent originezl quality.
Four more of :the stone houses are now given to instltutional
uée;'thrée of these seem to be secure, whlle the future of the'
fourth insﬁitutioﬁal building may be questionable. These four
stfuctures heve velusble nistoric 1mportencé. ‘Of;énother"foun
stone houses noﬁ used commercislly, only one has been-little-
2ltered; +two others hzve been much rerodeled ou the lower
floor, but still show upper floors whicﬁ ere little cheﬁged.
The fourth of th- commercially used stone;houses-r?teins no
architecturel value,_bﬁt like the'othergﬁﬁa;'local anistoric

interest. The final exsmple of these twenty two stone houses

within the stocksde ares 1s one of the most interesting, end may

be the oldest. Unfortunetely, it 1s. 1n ruinous condltlion, but . .

because of its importance snd critical status, 1t mey deserve
to be considered first; ¢
The Frioz Alley House (sometimes celled the Bogerdus .

House) wss bullt just outside the stocksde. The unuspai ferm,
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2daptling one snd two floor portions to 2 slopiay site, wes
probably developed 1in two stepres, Trhe cmaller »ud hicner

slngle stof} section would seem the esrlier, end it nos dbeen

ct

gzested thet ;t may be the oldest of the seventecntn century
worthn extent in Kingston. It 1s hoped thet ercheologicsal
research st the site may be underteken which might establish
& date and uneerth erfifaots Such 8 proJlect mivht Interest
locel "Yorkers" or other youth groups, s well as adult
nistorisus,

G ' While thne receining stone walls of the burnéd-out'“

house may not epnear ettractlve except to the most romantic

. enrly photographs snow the distinctive cherm of the Frow Alley

o=

'f%\_ House. It 1s e "split level" edaptetion to ground sloplnb A
| on the south slde, and on the west shows 9_"salt box" profile,._&;Lk
with =2 wide overhenging esve on the northern one stoﬁ%'sldg; o
2 cheracteristic Ieature of colonlal work

Althjuvh little remains except the masonry shell _laff
the srchitecturel distinctlion, as well ss the historical "
entlquity of ﬁhe structﬁre, should warrsnt consideretion.
Left unszttended, these stone wrlls mey fall (or be demolished
for safety) within @ short t1me. If there 1s sppreciation ahd
ccncern for prese;ving the specisl historlc heritege of Klngston,
it should be directed immediately to the Frog Alleyfhouse.
Tnls is not a lerge builéing, end a simple roof end some dozen

wcod sesh to enclose 1t from the westher and from vendslism,

()
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would not ve a major restoratlon project. Certelaly, tnis sort

of temporsry conservetlon is not heyond fessibllity, ond 1t

mignt allow ia the future more complete restoration, Thls ;L)
consultsnt urges thet this proposal be given first pricrity. 2 ? e
of the other stockgde dlstrlct stone nouses, fhe AE ::;é?UJA,

- most typicel form is the one and a half storey,uqbled roof E ™ g
‘building. Ususlly, these apvear »s one floor bulldings, % o7,
.Since the seGOnd floor windows, if eny on thé 1;nv slde, are %

_ in dormers above the eave line, which occurs about window sill. 'é ed

: helght on the upper floor, Only the Hoffmen House has smell'". ‘% O?f

- windows below the eaves.: Of nine others of. the type, foufl : } —:QT'
ere soid to heve been altered in the mid-ninmetesnth century '=;ﬁ i: :gs
by reising o stone geble above the eave line, qrgatiﬁé_a' T fm [_a
dormer for sdditional windows on the Second floor. In three ! ?
of these, double poliunted arch windows were used, cnaracteristic :fﬁﬁ 191?

of the Gothlc Rrvival style. In 21l but one of the four
alteretlons, 2 single gable surmounts the entrance;’ in the

* SWNE7 77/\/{5UWS77_

This latter building, the Dr.AElmendorf (?) . g {

fourth, two gables flank the entrance

(Hazenbush) House 1s en excellent example of Gotnic Revival.

style, with such festures as cut-out verge (or "berge") bosrds -

cn the rake of the gables znd finlesls et the ridges. The:-

’ " .th
double entrence doors with grilles ere of the same style, and
y of
thie brecketed entr?nce hooa is an element common toO all four
L8th -

of these remodelings, Usuelly the oenopy-roof is hiooed with °
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a concave curvature, 2nd the breckets zre elaboretely formed.

The iron suponorts under tne bracke

are unfortunate modern =ddltions (

-

ts of the Simendorf Eouse

grobebly reguired, however)

—

period as the nineteenth century T
ment windows gppesr original.
The Frantz Rogg®n House

of nineteenth century adeptatibn_t

An exceptlionally lerge stone g$ble.

windows above & curved canopy end

The 19tter is Ainserted into whet m

~with side lights. The six—over—si

ed from the earlier perlod, as hes

matched on the reke of the geble.

century dormer esppesrs on the roof,

shingles, es inoffensive in color
the area, wnere flre restrictlons
shingles., Tne teste 1n cholce of
wa2lls end wood trim of this house

rear yard with 1ts fine wood fence

These two bulldings are

century works of good quallity; one
replecing what is honestly represe
feke reproductions of what one ass
another., Thls consultant would no

century style of these houses,

7

‘and thne two-over-two sash on the greund floor are of the sane

The barred base-

42 Cow A

is snother fine example faf—

emodeling.

o an earliér stone nouse,
accomodztes double polinted
diemdnd—paned entreance dooy;
ay be an eariier entranoe;wéy,-
X seéh heve elso been retain—-i
the simple cornice, ‘which, Wes .
A distinct1Ve ninetoenth

 The roofing is of asphalt
snd texture as sny seen in

théfnim;ted use of wood

color for the pzinted stone v

is also commendable; and the
is o COmmunit} esset,
valuzble a2s nineteenth o
should be hésitant ghout
ntative of one century wlth

umes to be representative of

t urge "restorstion" in 18th
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l The Abrahem Hasbrouck House "is anobrer oi tuls !

type ef nineteenth century adaptstion, out is s2ctuslly a
double house, with two canopled entrances, Tne splendid wood
orackets sre notrble here, as sre the dutch doors, appearlng
to be of the elghteenth century, slthouszh 8 glees penei has

been inserted in the very wide aoor on the.left: Tne trensom

g g—

with curveliﬁear muntins 1is distinctive,~es ere flat panelled
q

shutters with zood nardWHre. The dormers end stoops eppeer _ _‘ t

. i

s

modern, but the simple wood cornlce seems eppropriete to the . |

|
‘

9. : elghteenth century style. This house 1s an smalgem of severql |

i

centuries waich 1s not less interestling or attractive for the ,.gvé

-variety of its features. Agaln, one questlons ‘whether “euthentic“ §

;*:' restoratien would be e'gsin or loss.' : : ff-wn: m7é; JEV
- | g ' The Matthys Person Houqe is elso e eighteenth century isﬁ_
f

B puilding which received e stone geble above a canooled entrance.

Here sgain, six—over—six sash are- retalned(perhebs from esgrller
in the nineteenth century, the origlnel penes probebly would
heve been smzller). The clesqicpl cornice and entrance with side-';
lights are also representatlve of en esrlier teste, but the |
glrzed door 1is eontemporery with the_traeketed canopy.

If indeed the stone geables, supﬁosedly’added to these
houses, are not orivinal elghteenth century work,. nevertheless,
they sre identiflable &s & cheracteristic stylistio element of
Kingston erchitecture. We may note that Fritz's Coffee House,

a two floor stone bullding, hss @ similar gable of wood, which

-

o~
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is pure_ly'decor‘ntive. Caution 1is advised in essuninzg tnat sll
”J’I
gebles ere later additions, and: '"restoring" all bulldings to

J

the same Tormula.

| The one-and-a-half storsy stone nouse for-which
Kingston is most kuown, of course, the Senate House, Thére-
1s no question of the value of this building. Here, however,
the inzppropriste stone_additlon milcht te removed without
hestltetion. It 1s, at best, a turiosity. 4n 1871 photogr;ph
shows a2 wood wing.in this location which could be reconstructed.
The dormers of the Senste House ére of a common regional sty1§ 

which, however, do not sppear on other houses in the stockede

area, Posslbly other seventeenth and elghteenth century'_

bulldings had such festures, which were replacéd“Whenfavallaplllty

of glsss made lerger dormérs précticial. .The'lnterloré of the

~Senzte House ere, of course, superb. Ageln, there 1s no need to

restate the value of this femous structure.
The Jocobus Coenradt Elmendorf House is of the same
form, without 2 stone geble on the long slide, The cumbersorne

dormers, however, are modern, zud tne brick facing on the right

side wass added probably in the nineteenth century. The entrance

door 1s also from thils time, 2lthough the simble ceanopy, while
prooebly modern, isnot inappropriate to the originsl design,
The windows =ppesr to ‘heve been rebullt somewhat smaller in
the mzsonry openinzs., The simple cornice éppears.consistent

with the early work, The two 'sm2ll second floor windows and

the wood gable above, slightly projecting, eore typlcal features,

observed on meny Kingston buildings. Chimnies are almost

7 X
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inveriably of brick. This 1s o seventeenth century house

whlcehn mizght well be res stored witihout loss of sig gnlficent work of
other periods. .
| The Abrahzm Ven Keuren House na2s beéen restored, and
glves & good generel impression of the orizineal appesrance of
these one-and-a-helf floor stone houses, The smeller paned

(12 over 12) sash 2nd the simple entrsnce hood seem approprlate,

- the dormers_sllghtly less so, 2aund the green esphelt_roofing'gross-A

q

~1ly incongruous. In ell, however;‘thls is a nandsome house which

may serve as s model of how attractive end liveble an eighteenth  °

century house may be,

The Anthony Freer House elthough its lower flber on;'vﬂ
- the street side has bean comoletely altered for commerciel use,-'“

.nevertheless werrants restoretlon. The slde elevetion shows‘

cheracteristic smell second floor windows heneeth the clepboard-'
filling of the gable “bove a mssonry well which terminates et
eei;ing heignt of the rcom inside. ‘
| At 2L John Street is enother-;ouse‘which‘mey be en
older stone bullding of the tvp plthough 1t hes been feneered )
with brick end otherwlse mucn eltered in the late nineteenth -
century. N |
Thne lsst of ten ons-znd-e-hslf f{loor stone houses:
of the stockade district is one of the most important and
most eritieelly in need of malntensnce: the Nicholfé'Hoffman

House. This differs from the others in havingz smzll second

loor windows (nine pencd) located under the eaves, sbove the

jo . -



first floor sash. Here, elso, the stone well filkls the entire
geble, althéugh the two small windows sre present in theilr usual
positlon. Twelve;over-twelve sash sre remsrkavly preserved
on the lower floor."Thls is a special exsmple of its kind,
larger 1iu scple and 1ﬂmortantly situsted. It 15 badly in need
of repelr, end should be high, DethDS second only to the Fror
Alley House, on 2 priority list for restorstion. It could be
one of the most significent 1pndmarks of ﬁln stdh and one -of
the most lmportant examples of 1ts kind 'in the state.

I 2ddition to the Frog Alley House, there ere
eleven stone house of é full two storeys in the stockade areé.:‘
Six-of thése heave gﬁble roéfs and five have hipped r@ofs. 'de‘i
| of the gable roofed bulldings which may be compared to each )
- other,are the Cornelius Teppsn 2nd Egbert Duliond houses. Both
heve three windows across the full second floor front, with two
Wwindows 2nd e door 2t one side velow. The Lanpan House hes been
reputed to be the oldest in Kingston, and;stylistically eppears.
to predete‘the Duﬁond House, It has the nrojecting clapboard.
'geble noted elsewhere, here however, extending from.eavé to eave,

with sttic windows, The cornlce 1s very simple, but even here

there 1s 2 slight projection of the roof slope at the eave,.glving

2 profile common to most of the pre-Civil War Kingston gable-
.roofed bulldings.. Usually, such a projection accommodzted 2
built-in gutter, & feeture employed with remarksble cbnsistency
in thls locsle.

The upper storey of the Tesppen House retains unusual

72
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elght—ovefltWlee wirdows; on t%e lowgr'fidor, the upper

twelve baned sash remaln, but similar sash below n-~ve bheen
'rﬁpl5bed by single pénes. -The "salt vox" side elevethn is
distlnctive;‘the roof cuanges ﬂitch st the Jjuncture of 6riglhal
end added vortions. The addltlon ‘itselfl appears venerable,
however. The front cntrﬁnrc wlth transom 1s slnnle but aDprop—t
rlete for thils house »t 1its time Pnd place Tne side entr?nce -
1s not orivinal " snd other modcrn addltions are unIortunate

lhe house hed shutters nt one time en o0ld. photobrpnh shows

_ louvered shutters above and panelled snutters below. This is-a

1 ) '

. 'n?rticularly VPluﬂble ewample which sbould be carerILy main-. -‘f

teined

- The similer Duliond House pppears sllghtly more res A,;-.

fined in 1ts detall here quite idPntiflably "Federal" in
style(i.e. coinciding: roughly with the English Lete Georvien
Period, 1700 1820.) The f*ne smPll scaled cornice aqﬂin wlth
built—&n gutters, bProbebly aates from a;ter the burning. by
Brltish in 1777. The wnole design is cheracteristlc by an
elegance =nd restreint, s sense of grece end prooortion whlch
was an attribute of the eiﬂnteenth century. .
The employment of stucco here contributeSto this.:
cha recter' clearly the coarseness of stone w#ould have been-
inconsistent with the taste exemplified. The stutcaqhQS.
. ecquired 8 mellow pstina, 2nd should no:t be ovef;"restored”.
The simple dutch door énd four light trensom sre models of

understetement; the Six-over- slx sesh are lsrge paned for the

/2.
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elghteéenth century, but such slass mig nt neve been ﬂcqwlzed.

Certalnly the scrle ses2ms Droperv for the.dcslgn. The geble of
the two floor nortion is clepborrded; snd centa;ns a sin:le
small window. The reear one-rné—-a-nalf quo“ey wina has cssament
windows on the seoond floor. Here the m soury is not SUUuCO&d
The John Tremper House of 1802 was 2lso stucc0ea,
whether other bulldings may heve been simllerly covered in pne

Federal perlod 1q con‘ecturesl. Certeinly any é;temot—tol

"reqtore“ these builcincs by e?posln" tne stone ils to be deplored.

r“‘thr‘ee two floor stone houses ‘with five windows

-

across the second floor, the Teunls Swert (Pennington) Hgnse“ “

'.hns received & brick front snd otherﬂise retains little of-lts ff

originel npnenr«nce. The Abrahem Dewitt Low House (FrtL? s
Coffee Houqe) is = remerkahie huiloﬂnL of csvter entrpnce form,
with 2 wood reble mentioned Dreviously, breaking 2 classicel -

cornlce with dentlls. Thls 1mnortrnt feature conteins a',

'lerge'wood medellion.. The purnose of the devlce seems dccora—

-

e e A ———————— e S

tive, The entresnce hood, Wiuh concave curvature slmilar to others

cited, is supported by very richly cprved brackets. This, like‘Y

the double doored entrence and two-over-two sash dates from the'
nineteenth century, but is fine in its own right.

- The 'remains of the Jecobus Bruyn House, enother two-
floor stoune house with five windows 2cross the front, ere

|

sedoening. . This must neve been one of the finest of Kingston
houses in its time. An old photograph shows 2 gembrel roof, but
this, like most every othsr ferture of the building, hes

.
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other street. The lONBF floor is much 91tered and'fhe'smaller ’

the mid-nineteenth centuny.

dissopeared. - One of two exposed walls hrs been renlsced by
brick, =nd the lower floor hss been comblately eltered for

_commercizl use. Only s few pieces of interior woodwork, 2nd

portions of the mesonry wells and wood structure.remaln.,  Un-
1ess funaino snoula be most generous, tnls histo“ic structure

must ‘be stricken from a priority list as belng be onq restora-~

The lsst.of ‘the seven two floor, v"bleé roofed stone
L] {
houses is~the Dr. Corneliuq Coenrsdt nlmenaorph House (Auoustine

Insurance Office,) Situsted on A corner lot,.thiu 1s of & fora

unlike the otners. .There aré three winéows‘on the secqnd floprr L

- v

e v e A gp e e

fronting on one strcet and two7in.the gable end facing the

wing 1is modern, but 1is hprmonious in style.' ThP brecketed S

ey == s

cornice of the oriéinﬂl buildinv appears to be ‘8 revision of

There are Tive two-floor stone hoUses'of the stock- '

ede 2res which have hipped roofs. This TOrm Was ¢enerelly

erployed on bulldings of lerger, more squere plan, and thus it
is not e2ltogether ooincidéntal th?f these are five of-the most
importent houses of the stocksde ares. I
The Anthony Crispell (D.A. R. ) House is 2 splendid
1e of Federsal ercaitecture, bezutifully restored. Indeed LT
it 1s difficult to discern between original =2 nd rcconstructed
work, so éppropriate is the detsll. The smell,elegent cornice
and similerly refined porch end entrance wey, with leaded gléss

sicde ligzats 3nd'tr?nsom, are late elgzhteenth or early nineteenth

i S~
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century 1In style. Tne six-over-six shsh would surgest trne leter

time, although some portions of Lhls building are belisved to

date from trne seventeenth century. The shutters nave not vet

e

been replesced, but even without them this nendsome mansicn

_must be regerded -as
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XS ol the rezlon.
f"' . | Equélly dlstlinguished i1s the Dr, Hatthew Jensen 
| ‘House. It likewise heas fivé second storey'windows across ﬁhe ‘
front and center entrence below,.aqd ﬁhefe‘is a lower side wing
‘with separéte entrance desligned for.a déctof’S»offlce. There is:
flso & one floor wing to the reﬂr. Bullt dirnctlj on the side—.
kg,_ welk, bhere is no Dorcn but there is. acaln » fine rederal cornice,
MOPiLLIORS
.here with ecowseles, somewhat larger in scple thﬂn the dentils of
the Crispill Houge(‘ Nevertheless, the cherecter is siﬂilarly

——

) refined in scale, Comment may be ﬂ?de nere 2hout the six over—f
six sssh slmilar to previous oObservation. In fact, 2zn early
pnotograph shows twelve-over-twelve sasﬁ on'the'seqdnd floor,
but: six-over-six below, tozether with o bqacketéa entrence

-

canopy of Temillsr form, Tﬁe same phofograpﬁ also shows secona
floor shutters similer in design to those of the first floor. '

.- These might be restored. -
Another nipped rooftnouse of mensiobrécale is tﬁeiA;_ -

Judgze Lucas Elmendorf (Risley) House. While original sash hsve

been replesced by'single pened sash wnlcn destroy the scele, a

IA]-J

=dsrel cornlce remsins. Here there is e flat portion satop the
roof; thls might heve h»d # b2lustrade. The most importeut

. - feature of the house is sa magnificent stone entrence wey, noteble
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E in deslign 2nd execution.. Surely this monumentsl clement does

not apnesr to be Federsl in chrrecter #=nd sugoests rether the

B

teste for Italien style, prevelent in the mld-nineteentr ceuntury,

s

i

And yet one a2y recall thet un:li tne 1830's the importantc
“Albeny erchltect, Pnilip Hooker, was deslgnlng somewnat in the
English mnroque tr dition of Wren. Nevertheless, the entrQﬂce
- of thir bullding seenms even more mssSsive than mi:cht be expecteu
of thet arcrnitect. 7'/ s |
"The‘peinted gless of the trensom. znd sideiights
”egaln sughe.ts & mld—ﬁineteenth oéntﬁfy tssté. This type_oflk-
FTﬁ .éecorativé work is diseppearing, and should be proteqféd here:
The .Luces Elmendorf H0usc;deserves to hezve lts saéh Pnd'shutters .
-réstored, end possibly the.belustrade 01 the roof reconstructed :

ll-_ \-

o , if ﬁutﬁenticity*cﬂn be verlfied Wlth relatively 1ittle cost,

this bullding could be restored as ‘2n 1mportﬂnu monuwent

Nearby is the Jacob Tremper Eouse, snother of the large
'ltwo floor bulldings which were hip-roofed; in thls instence
tnis 1is cohjecturél, #5 there 1is presenfly a'mansard‘roof of‘thc:f
lzter nineteenth century. The porches zppezr to date from that
time, end contribute‘to whet should bé revafded and reta;ned
as e “ood .exzmple of poqb—01v11 Wer work | | |

The John Tremper House 1s last of the two storey hlp-

pzd roof houses to be consldered, although agelin 2 mansard.roof

S~
e

nes replesced the earlier construction. In this instence, how-
ever, ohotographs show the originel form of 1802, This mension

y = situsted across from the Seneste House end =t the heed of Clinton

/6 L
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Avenue, WFS.OUC of rhe most importent of Kingscon's landm=rks,
ené wes a_dlstln;ulshed exarple of Federsl style. Walls usu-

2lly this consuloant would advise cautlon in_replecln; sruthen-~
tic work of one péribd with synthetle work of suotner, the

importance of this bulldlug in 1Us location, o3 well s IOT

its design, sesms to warrsnt restoretion to the oripginal form,

‘which 1s well documented photograpnically.
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‘but otherwise the value of this nistoric structure hes been

“a

-

LE OTnL? ﬁUILDIKGS OF THE FEDER*L FZRIOD

3

"he Kingston Acadenmy wes an importent pullding

srchitecturslly ss well #s nistorically, as shown in old

photograpns. Today, however, 1t hss been unfortunestely

adapted for commercial‘use' indeed, it.is difficult to recoz- - !

nize the buiiuinv es the same, The lower floor‘hos been : ?

cowoletely eltered an sddition constructed ta the south =2nd fne

*

ronf extenued with pediment added on the east slde. ihe\

cornice 2nd some of the second floor windows mey e original

seriously comuromised ‘While it still.is more hermqnipus : o
context to neiwhborinw buildings than might be a modern struct-

ure, the lesson of this example should deter future'edeptetions't“'

~which purport tc be styllsticelly sympathetic but which pfove

to te qetriment Ly The Kinwston Acsdemy-mivht somedey be res-
tored; stpresent st least the offensive stained wood cenopies
should be removed. ‘ i
The Ulster County Courthouse 1s another historic

public building, but fortunately thils hes fared better srchi—
tecturelly than hss the Acedemy. With exceptlon of entrsnce
doors znd steps, the Courtnouse nes besn little chenggd since
its rebullding in 1818 but there is sema speculstion re-ﬂrd—

in: some detsils, It is szld thet the wings were once stuceoed '

and this wss lster removed to expOSe the stone. The stucco may

/8 L~
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not neve b en orl _insl, 2lt.0n h we urve ovserved 1Cs use or
o

twe onner toiliilu_s In the r~ -, Uevertieless, from £ purely
strlistico poins of view, She .Luecce would hpve‘b:en more TO Lne
teaste of the time, ond hetier related to the dressed stone of
the centrsl pevilion. It should be.noted that stone quolns,

now regreteblj covered by ineppropriete shutters, were used at
the window Jjembs, repeetiné thelr use on the central pavilion.
Were the wings'stuccoed, these decoretlve elements would'haue
besn exposed. An old pnotograph shows the stone wings with :
more'pronounced pointing of masonry joints. Here the decoretive
eifect of the window treetment 1is anperent.‘ This consultent'
does not rererd the preqent qnutters as conuributory, 1n fect,

J e

the uncomfortable way in which they ere Jamde up- egeinst the :
central pavilion suggssts thot shutters were never intended
The proportﬂons of the’ deinn are better wlthout these moaern

features. Agein, one must warn aweinst ‘an. ottempt to "restore“

every building to conform to the same preconceived pattern.

There hes also "been reised some quest;on of the
consoles of the cornice; 4t hes been suvoested thet these were
lster nineteenth century adﬁitions, end”thet et one time there ﬂj-'
were more of these st closer intervals, whlch were removed in

recent times. Wnllie in slze these elements do bear some

‘resemblnnoe to the brackets mucq used 2t the mld- century, there

1s nothing stylisticelly to 1aentify tner with this oeriod

lioreover, it should be noted thet smaller consoles ere found on-

1

the cupola. In both instances thesc eppear on 8un 0ld photograpi.



“dhat nes dissapuesred sre Qﬁt any of t¥. consoles, but rather the
oalr of modiilioans (or mutules) obfwo n the counscles, disceru-
able in the photograph (togcthcr with four cnimales). The reer
of the bullding n~s e cornice with none of these dccorstive
features. Nevertheless, tnis wrtier csnnot 2Ifirm thet tne con-
_soles'of the fronf‘?re leter pdditions for, pltﬁough they are
not characteristic of the Federsl style, neither sre they ident-
. . , g X .
iflebly of the latér style. —
The same o 1ld nhoto*rauh shows zn entrance ‘more
,‘11,. hendsome than the present one, A single sollu, panellea NOOQI
door aoncars to neve exlsted prior to ‘the Dresent pair of vlazed'
.doors 2nd thelr redundant treusom. Possibly this may heve been
-”%. - g pelr of woodldoors,'ns a single door would have'been yefy -
lerge. But %he scale was much vetter. The fime lezded glass |
- 7,' ,: .'fen and sideligzhts were more effecLive 1n:contre§ﬁ to the solid
doorf et present the coarse detzll of ﬁopdimuﬁtined glazing . |
obscures thelrefined quality of the brigfﬁal_work._ |
The design of the earlier entrrn;é steés'was also
btetter sulted to the building; the pletform was one ricer lower
(with a step at the door) snd the tresds returned around the
sldes to tne wall, forming 2 pyramidal bese for the entrsnce.:
While there were no rellings, and the singlé step at the entrance
im #2y have been nazardous, the effect was much suverlor Even wihbh N
the sdd;tion of iron r=2ils, this form of stoop would be prefereble.

The entrsnce door itself wes peinted some very dark

70 o
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color; ths le~ding of the gless in {en_and sidell
white, and 21l oI the surrounding cesinq,'includin
2nd ent?blsture; was peirted to mstehn the stone.
This consultent stronily urges thrt the Ulster
County Courthouse be returned to 1ts orizlinzl apnpesrence, even

to the renlscment of unusual fence and lanterned srch a2bove tne

_sioeﬂolk1lmnked by @2s 11rnts at the curb. Reconstruction of

the four chimnles 2nd entronce steps would be tha only mesonry
constructlon entsiled, and new wood entrence doors woula not be

costly. The fence mizght be last in order of priority, but its '

B

importesnce in recreesting the nineteenth century character'shbuid"

-not be underestimated

Both frame #£nd brick houses were constructed here in

-

the Federel perlod, in addition to stone buildlngs.- Witnout

question, the finest of these is the John Sudam House, which

.nas been meznificently restored pnd maintalned Situated on an

inportant corner, thls ls e ‘lendmark in evpry sonse of the word

- as ' ‘ :
and 1t 1s/peragon of FPederel Style. It exhilits the seme res-

treaint, avoiding showy effects, and the semsglegant taste in

‘Getail which already have been noted s=s traits of the late

Georgzisn ers., Note 1n pasrticulasr the understetement of the
entrance, contrasted witn the embellishment of cornice; concern

was directed to e less obvious place. The surrounds Qf the frount

windows sre distinctive, and agein sre models of Federal delicacy.

This nouse is one of the finest oflts kind, end 1ts 1mportance'

extends Tar beyond Kingston.

2/ -
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veen modified in deteill, but retein much vrlusble met

The nouse at 143 Green Strest shows

‘the cornice of the Sudam

"2bly not origirnal,

ok

Some other rsme nouses of the Federel period hnove

rizl.

J

4ider clspboards on the side

tnen front, 2s noted on some otier esrly freme nouses loce=lly,

and while the now-familisr Kingston gable on tne front, much as

it sppeers on stone houses, together'with its round two-over-two
sash, does not appear Federsl, end wiile the cornice seems ‘rather
heavy 2und more akin to the-Creek Revival,-it is recalled thet
House was not small., It 1s on the

interior that Federal work becomes most epparent: o fine
original stalrway ils ret?ined virtueslly 1ntact end.maﬁy ofigina'
Pl doors carry orlginel hﬁrdwﬁre._ The door cesin 'S have a |
simple backband moldino, and the floorboards are unoommonly -
wide. The'basement snows timber construction and suzgestion of
an early kitchen, Whlle the 1ﬁrge six-over six sash ?re prob-
and the entrence doors end eave brackets
seem to daste from the mld-nineteenth century, the e is enough
valuzble Federal workrhere to warrent preservation. In this“
instence, moreover, as the later work evidences no pérticular.'
distinction, restorstion tc more fully Federal aﬁﬁearaﬁce may

be condoned.

| ¥ ! . Tt

Undoubtedly other houses would revesal similar 1nterior;

9,

feztures of interest, however, limitetlons of tlme precluded

such 2 full study by this consultant., Evelustion of other

bulldinzs will be based soley upon thelr exterior'design,

232 s
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At 95 John Street is =2 hou%e of the Federal periocd,
altered only in sa2sh (two-over-two) 2nd double entrance, both
beling of the ninsteenth century. Heré a_2in, clspboards are
wider on thelsides than the front, and the bheading of the

clapboerds snould be noted, as shoulé the cornlce with modil-

lions. The shutters sppear to be origlinsl; they ere flet panel-

led, witn originsl hardwsre. Small six—over-slf s2sh appesr in

the attie,.and restoration of smaller paned windows and a more

spproprizte entrence would, et relstively little cost, restore.

this good house,

At 157-59 Green Street 1s another house of the soame

‘type, with five windows across the second floor,fpont and 8

center entresnce below. Wnille this was probably slwbys,a}fairly.

simple house; removal of edded geble znd pofch, of '1little

arcnltecturzsl value, snd restoration of entrance and sash would

make 1t a more L~ndsome snd velusole builuing._

Agaln et 160 Green Street is a house which has & -
-simple cornice of the peagral type,‘but the charscter of the
building h~2s been obscured by s lete,nineteénth ceﬁtury two- 

storey porcn and modern imitation brick siding. The entrance

door is worth retaining es a good exsmple of Greek Revival work,

wWITH
reteintng false wood grzining,

Next door, is & slightly smsller house which mignt

slso be improved by removal of modern siding and lste nineteenth

century door znd porch. The entrance frame 1s of the Greek

Hevivesl style, worth saving, sltnough the simple cornlcez agsin

e g e o S e e
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sugrests #n earlier drte,
At 177 Green Street is 2 large fraﬁe house of the’
periqd, unfortuneately covered with astestos sldinw}pna witn
two-over-two sash, Here azsln the simple cornice, togetner
with a Federal eutrance (with tresnsom and colonnettes){
supgests and early date, slthough the door hes been modernized,
IOther frame houses wnlch may date fron thne early
nineteenth century, st least, ere found at 279 ?nd 296 Clinton
Green Street.-

Ave, 2nd next to the brick Federasl house at

ez
At 20 John Strest 1s & good house o;/period the entrance end

—

silde porch ere of mld-century style, but ere well aeslgneilzl ‘ @

Second in the Kinzston Stockpde only to the John

Sudsm House,as an 1mportnnt frame bulldlnv of thb Fedorel stylc,

1s the Abrahsm Masten (?) House 2t 308 Clinton Ave. Thi< is pn—fHT

other of the two storey, center entr?noe form with narrower

clepooards dn froat th-n on the slde wells. The front clevation:-;*

is well scaled #nd proportioned with 1rrégul?rly spaced twelve-z‘}i

over-twelve windows surrounding 2 fine entraﬁce way bf‘the':
period; Although egain evidencihg-the period's teste for
siwplicity, this is s subtle end sophisticated design. 7
The Tfawilisr built-in g&tter eppears, with 2 smeiI'5
projecting cornice, supported by smzll 2nd widley spaced
breckets, These do not s~em typical of the later mid-century
"przcketed" style. They are so simple in deslgn and diminutive
in scrle 2s to eppeer conslstent with the Federasl work; thelr

employment here mey have been functiomal, supporting the cornlce

4 | .
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with 1ts bullt-in gutter, gather then purely decorstive, =s uwere
the breckets of the later style.

The stockede srer contsins reveral brlci bulldings
eviaenclng chrracteristics of vhe Federsl style. At213 Clinton

Avenue is 2 brick nouse reteining errly cornlice, but here the

- French windows eppesr to be leoter revisioms. Here, 2lso, the

entrence way is'a feirly modern restoration in the Federal style,’

perheps done at the same time as c&nstructlon of %he side porch,
There 1is ﬁlso-a brick house on North Front Street (now‘a store
next to the Gennon vroperty) wnich shows two small windows in -«
thekettic frble, 2s noted for meny otner epriy buildings., At
No. ‘14 Main Streét, is & brick commerciel bullding witﬁ_stepbed
zables and 2n originsl cofnice, #s well es good do;héq’wlﬁaowsﬁ
wnich =11 sugéest en early dzte, Such stepped gablés were 3
common feature of the Federasl style. ‘ |

An ‘excallent exemple of the use‘df the stepped gable
on 2n eérly.brick house is the LlYoyd LeFever (?)-House-on

Main Street. Although sash are now single paned, there ere‘a

dlstinctive stone lintdls esnd 2 typicel entrsnce way with transom
#nd slde lights end porch. The door 1tself 1s Greek-Revivel in

. ) . v L :
stvle, but may be origiunal, as the treditlonzl deslgn stiown by : -~

_the nhouse as 2 whole was continued well into the nineteenth

century. There 1s also 2 good 1ron fence in frént_of°the house.
A very fine lrte Federsl house, pernaps ﬂgein to be
considered trensitionzl to the Greeck Revivel 1in stylé,lis the

Professionsl Hwilding on Clinton Avenuve. Here the rather neavy

JZ:;—' ‘ - :
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corulce surgesht the l?te;jstyle, altiiough the fine porch is a
good exemple of rFedersl work wrich does not 2)zesr to t<e a
modern restoretion. The lintels, with modlfled nedlment, also
sugizest en errly niﬂrteenth century dote. This 1s =2 hendsome
builiding, véry well proportioned, which also retelns 2 good

iron fence.
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2lthough not lerze 1n sctusl dimensions, hes-evmonumental screle,

III. BUILDINGS OF THE GRWEK ReVIVAL

wn
!
1<
i
o

wnile some reference hes bren msde to later styles
shosn by slterrtions, the buildings wnich n=ave heen conslderad
zénerelly represent the colonisl »ud wheat is known es the
"post-colonial" or Federnl periods. The cdntlnuity of 2n
srchitectural trsdltion extending from Englend Ehrqugh the létel
Geor:ien period wes broken here, és it wes thére, by thne revivel
of entique clessicism, #s well 2s of géthicism snd of other
rmmanticeily "forlezn" styles. In thils counﬁry; a declsive

cuenge in teste occurred et 2bout the end of the first querter.

.of the nineteenth déntury. Up until this time tpe Federal style-

wes generic; thereafter, althbugh the old trzdition may be evi-.

dent 1in some leter work, &srchitecture wss quite different.,
The Klngston Trust Company is 2an 1mport?ht exsmple

of the Greek Revival style. This brick commercisl bullding,

. .

L4

with messive festures., The wood entableture gnd cornlce ere

very hesvy, with unususl windows, surrounded by clssical wreethes;‘

set into the frieze. The contrest with the éarl%ér teste for
the diminutive =2nd elegsnt, as sho@m, for exemple, by the N
cornice of the Crispell (D. A. R.) house, is evlident, e
<
The single-paned sash 2nd entrasnce doors of the bank
building ere modern, #nd rsre inasppropriate in chrracter. Other-

wise this i e-llttle 2ltered ond 2 dlstinctive example of 2

pre—Civil Wer commercisl building which 1s of increasing historlc



e

value, It warronts restoretlior of windows 2nc GOOrs, nand-

come as 1L is, it could, 2t but minor cost, return to its

)]

ori_inal mghegrance, contrituting in 1ts imphortsnt siturtion tO

i -

the nistoric chsrectear of th= stockadgs #rees

)

St. Josepn's Crtuolic Cnurch on lirin Street 1is

basically 2 building of the Greck Hevivel style, altnough the

present front wWss probpbly ‘2déed l“te in the lest century “The

slde walls show 2 1arue clmsslcel cornice aluhough the erched

windows ere not typlcal of the style.

The superb 0ld- Dutch Churcn by linerd L%Fever is

without question the qrchitecturql glory of Kingston, and one of * -

" the fin'st bulldings in the nation. _The}erchitegp, a patlve

of upéﬁate-New York, hes atteined s wide reputatibh;*altﬁougn

his short 1ife time was less productive than were those of his .

major contewmpory architects in thls country.

The soplendid stone bullding of'1852, fairly lete fofﬂ]

Greek Revivesl werk, 1ls stylisticﬂliy uni&he, but shows the
infiuence of classical rqvival in its betfered pieré and
massive entablature. The‘spire, élthough rebuilt, retalns
traits of Wren, shown 2s well on the 1ntérior.r As mentioned
ezrlier, thls tradition hed never become extinct in upstﬁte-
Iew York.

The Old Dutch Church is certalnly one of the monu-
ments of Americen architecture, snd 1ts vslue need not be de-
fencded hnere. | |

Across the street, the old Parsonage is e good

23 e
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exawple of a frame nhouse gf tne Greek Revivnl style. Althrough
the bay window appears modern, the nesrvy cornlce 1s typical for
the style.

On Clinton Avenue, 2t 2§O and 294, eare two smell
single storey ‘houses wnich m=2y be earlier nouses, but thelr
bresent eppearance 1s cheractcrlistic of the Grueek Revivel.

At No. 290 the rcke of the cornice 2t the gable 2nd the resr
cornice appesar Federel in thcir simplicity, and‘the ler*e

entablature beneath 2 similier cornice bdn the front mey be @

loter zddition.’ The door is also of the Greek Revivszl style,ﬂ

~nd. m2y be a replescement of the seme period, The formers eppear

modern. At No. 294, there 1s @ similer cornice, but breokets

heve been edded perhﬂps leter in the century. He339gain, there

is & Greek Revivel door, and more modern dormers both of these

“edjoining houses warrent ‘restorestion, (nThe &k Revwal siqle - |

S

A good larger freme house of symmctrical Greek-

. .‘_'

Bevivel design i1s located a2t 303 Clintoun Avenue. Here, although;};

apsin the structure might,be older, the heavy cornice, ai1stinc-

tive window casings snd porch scross the front are identifiable__

4

as oI the second quarter of the century. The six-over-six sash

a

zre appropriste; hed the nouse been remodeled from an older one,“'

the windows of the lower floor would hove been enlarged at this
) &,

At 307 Clinton Avenue 1S another freme house of the

perlod. Also = two storey building, this house has a geble

feciny the street and e slde wWing. The latter hes @ two-floor,

. bey window of e lrter mid—century,rbther fhpn Greek Revivel

29 -
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character, Thls 1s very finely detelled, however, 2ud 1s

valusble

-

. It is, of course, possibles thet ~ house such =S this

mizht hrve been lote for its Greek Revlivel work, 2nd th=t the

more decorsted bsy could hesve bzen contemdOrary. Like the

house vreviously mentioned, which 1s next door, thls bullding
is distinzuisned by window cesings, porch snd entrence cl the

Greek Revival style.

The fine entrence wsy, of the same sfyle, salveged

from an old locsl hotel, has becn reused £t the modern- Bus

Terminal

on Crown Street. The stuccoed commerclal bullding on

North Front Street, occupled by Goodyear Tire Company, shows'

Greek Revivel pillesters at the corners, but the two-over-two

s2s5h are

grester to the appearance 6f this bullding,.

creat br

well as

importen

the cla
enc door

sound ét

leter in d-te. Six-over-six sash could“contqibute'

SV _ g oy E
Across tne street, 2t No. 108 North Front, 1s a PR i

ick mension in the Greek Revivel style, Its size, es

ssndstcue lintels end entrence ceslng,‘indicate its

-~

ce in its time. nlthouoh lerge six-over-slx sssh remain,:"

ssicel wood cornice nss been removed; ﬁnd modern steps

detract from the sopearsnce. Thnils eppesrs to be 8

ructure, which wilthout grest cost, could be restored es

one of Kingston's most importsnt bulldings, ussule for meny

purposes,

Consideration of tnis in current planning is urged.

~ .

There is nothing else like 1t in the stockade =zrea.

The body of Greek Revivael work in the stockzde erea

(end perhaps in the region) is not =2s grest #s 1s that of other

perlods.

Accordingly, these relﬂtively few examples should be

O _ | | “f
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malntelned with care rs especl=2lly importsnt to the locel

collection of historic archit:coture.
“ak
IV. BUILDINGS OF THE LATER NINETEENTH CENTURY

This consultsant mekes a srecizl nlea for these
buildings., In 2 reglon where nistoric architecture extends
from the seventeenth century, the value of more receﬁt works
may be less appreciated&than in otper parts of %he nstlon,
Qhere trey record 2 reglon's earlliest history. Here the richly
decorated work of the prst century may hove represented some-

thing too famlller to 9nother gﬂndr?tion, wnich reacted with 2

tzste for simpler things, possibly in newer or probably in

more sntlque styles. Now the so-crlled "Victorlan“ work may be

’qlstrnt enough .to be reepprelsed with obJectlvlty. in fabt; the

pendulum of t(ste may return 1t to fqvor. At eny r=te, it is

representetive of lts time, snd 2 collection of historic archl—fw
tecture should szve for the future whotever 2 people considered. .

. to be the best that they were 2ble to do in their own tilme.

The simple board-znd- batfen house a%lEb-Green‘St.
2ffords 2 modest introdﬁction to.the périod. Althoughje simple.
cottzge, 1t 1s of a2 form =nd material associated with the ;
Gothlec Revival, one of severzl mid-ceqtufy styles, It 1is tﬁer
only one of iﬁs Xind in thé stockede‘areé, 2nd 1ts front 1is
little altered, except for steps, rgll.rnd dbrmer.

At 185 shd 187 Green Street are two nhouse? both of the

Civil Wer era, which sre similar. At No. 185 the entrence door

, j%/ '7 v ok - e
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&na windows, rg well =8 norch, n-ve @~cn modernized,
there i1s ~a unususl origlnsl porch, »ud thne entreuce snd window
c”sinys z=re charrcteristic. The bLracket gsvas are sucn A Cynli-
cﬁi feature th;t gome writers nzve referred to o "brrcketed
styie. |

A Smsll frame house with bracketed esves 1is found-at
306 Clinton Ave, There is 2 two storey bay window, but modern
siding detracts froﬁ the rcherecter of the bullding.

There 2re more brick than freme bulldings of the per-
?T'. : 10d in the rtockede zrez. One of the best of tre m=sonry _
If;?zij f brecketed houses 1ls found et 17 John Street., This 1ls s large;

squsre bullding relsed on 2 hign besement. There are shuttered .

slx-over—-silx sz2sn betwe:n stone lintels 2nd sills on tnn ton

floor, s#nd trensomed french windows on fhe mﬂln floor, orening

Ewi,i; -‘ _1 onto a fine iron balcony. Tnis, like the iron entresnce railingé,

eppesrs original. The low hip roof, mpde vopul?r wlth the dveht :
o g 15 " of métal roll roofing, has brosdly extenéing eaves supported on &
7 breckets, This 1s en excelient exsmple of'one of severel forms
of mid-nineteenth century houses; sl %

Across the street, =t No. 16, 'is 2 house of similsr  §

I style, elso with wide, brecketed eaves. Although-elgo 2 two.

é‘-ﬁl _ 2nd one nelf storey house, 1t is =zomewnet sﬁaller. It has 2
two 2nd a helf floor bey window, bowcver' The entrsnce porch’

{ | w2y hsve been 9ddea in tne clessicol revivel style of the end
of tne century, or mey be 2 retention of esrller Greek'aevivel

deteil., Like the house last mentloned, there sre here lerge

limestons steps.

" 43 ST
vEVIA N i, W ’ . o



Tne houszes 2t No. &8 Jonn Stre-t =nd »djoining, on the ccrner

4 ) o
of Clinton Ave, nre considered hy this consult-nt to be two of
the wmost Interesting bulldingys seen in Kinrston., Almost twins,

there are subbtle differennes

1

etween tnem. Poth neve nlpped
robfs of low piteh with wide =-ves, The house -2t No. & does not
nsve breckets, ~s docs the compsnion next door; nelther does 1t
hsve the other’'s decorstive lintels, but its bhesy windows are
decoratively enriched. The pair of bey windows on the front of
L q .
each house ere unusual festures; indeed, the plen of these
houses, with side eﬁtranoes, is uncommon, and suggests en inveﬁ—"‘
2;? tive deslguer. , | , - o ‘_~:
L4 . N
The porca st No. 8, with Tuscen columns, mey be &
replescement of'the end of the century, when thesé-classlqﬁl

- N i

N festures were revived. The porch on the coruner house, however,

o/
s

is originel. Here the columns metch the pilassters of the bay: .i‘k

windows, #nd the simple square baslusters sre consistent in

CE T A T e

cr.eracter. The v:ntrance here, arranged in » sort of bay window,
-x

repeaﬁing the form on the front, 1s notable.

R T

A good mid-century nouse of brick with bracketed ezves
L 1s locsted 2t 304 Clinton Ave. This 1s unlike the others in
ﬁ - being more of é town-house type, abutting buildingzs et each side
(21lthough these zre of freme construction, so that there 2re not
common perty wa2lls). There sre windows inserted between the
erves breckets, #nd the two-over-two windows of the‘gecond floor
=nd the.two-over floor long windows of the-first floor heve
- curved cast iron lintels. #lthough, this lerge, center-entrenced
: (:; house hﬂS.lOSE'itS orizinsl doors (whlch were probebly double?
- it is =n exsmple worth restoring rnd retalhing.
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A sunller house of daiffevens Torm =t 8
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John

O~

n~s bracketed esves with a gnble roof. Altrnougn trhe porcn, =nd

probably the sntrence secem to nrve been 2literod in neo-Tederel

style, this is en example or crood, “simple work of the mid-century,

A commerclezl building of 2% storsy frame constructlon,
showing brﬂcketed eaves, is presently the Goodrich Tire store
on Front Street. A;though the modgrn compositiog siding 1is
unettracfive, thls’bullding could te well restored to lts Civil
War appearance,

A ptyle of the ers very populér elsewhere but 1llttle
represented 1in the stocksde is the "Itslianate", es 1t wps'some— 5 g
times cerlled in its tiwme. The *ood l1ittle house at 89 Joun St
2lthou_h otherwiée df vernzps esarller date, hes 2 side‘porch in’
the It?lien'nenner The front door is not originel, and the "
very simple cornice of the mein roof hps a bullfnin gutter, this
shows e chpractsﬂisticlmrofile et the veble end : ';,‘ i .

The oaly complete ex?mple of 2n "Itcllan Villa“ 85 , ﬁ 
it wes sometlimes celled, to be found in the stockade area 1s | |
siturted et 296 Felr Street. This Vs, moreover, & Very goodf‘
exraple of the style, Bullt of brick, 1t 1s7unsymmetrical ‘wlth
a cheracteristic porch (or it minht then hcve been ca2lled 2 '
"Pinazzz")., The belustrsde on the steps ls not originsl, =nd
snoulé be renlesced. Otnerwise thils br?cketéd eavedqﬁouse is a
well preserved example, r=re nere, of 1ts kind.

Loross the street the Firemen's Hell i1s enother

brecketed, brick building of the period (1857) showing Itallen

35 s
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lnTlueﬁcc. The tower nere? i1s neo-Rengzlsssnce insiyle.
is o building of considersble cherm for 1lts use =28 well #s 1ts
style, snd it is nopad tret it may remain in 1ts orizinsl
Tunction for the future.

The most importent building of this mid-century,
Ttelizn-influenced style is the .Public School. Althoygh modérn
s2sh detract from its gquallty, thic is 2 handsome structure,
soundlyconstructeq of brick witﬁlarched lintels? The neo-
Rennaisssnce‘aetail is gobd, end with restorstion of windows,
this public ovullding couvld contribute signlflcsntiy to the
stocksde aren, '

There ere three stocksde arez buildings in edditiOn
to =mlteratlons of_stone houses noted earller, whibh.haﬁe,mensard'
roofs, These became popuiér here-éfteé the Civil‘War,ufor'thcir
utility 2s well 2s for their novel appearaﬁce. At 101.Green St.J
is a_small brick bullding of disﬁlnctioﬁ;ﬁcrowned by 2 handsome
slate-cled mencard roof. Although the'eﬁkrance hes been sltered,
there i1s good cornice and dormer detai;.. This is & bullding
wortn seving. | ‘

.Another manSPrd'roofed house 1s.fouﬁd at No. 12 50hn
‘Street, 2lthough here the front porch 2nd bay windows aﬁové it
enpear to have bgen added zbout the turn—of—the—century, in
Clrsssical Revivel style. Tne shutters are modern, - -

An excellent work of the period is the mensérd—raofed
carrirze house at the corner of Greeu and North Front Streéts._
This brick bullding shoﬁs fine detall, »nd has & speclal perlod

charm., It is‘regretable thrt it hes fallen inte bed repsir, but
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1t 1s not yet bevonad rastoration. It cculé become one of the

mOSt cttractlive features of the sree, LT glven ilmnedliate
ettentlon., This is an urgent need, nowever, 1f the bullding 1is

Lo be saved, and advenced prlority 1s reccommendsd.
Of seversl lszte nineteenth century commercisl build-

ings of interest, the Clemont Bullding, ageln with slzte men-
serd roof, is the outstending. = Located st the.corner of John
and Wail_Street,,the lerge strudéture acquires \landmsrk stetué.
The original metal roof cresting, which hss been lost on many
buildings of thls era, here is retained. Together with the
Cordts bullding next door, this buildiné might be‘restored'on'f-‘
the lowcf‘floor to contribute more charactef to the area than

\ .
would modern renlacement. - Vs TR

Tnis consultent did not record =11 individual build- p

ings 1in the commercisl center of the area;'but in general

recommends tht a course of symnnthetic rnstoration to orivinal

anppesrance of +hnsc buildian be conoidered as an altern?tive

to demolition. Reconstruction of nlneteenth century storcfronts,

'

perhaps returning geslights to the streets might be fer morc_f 
attractive( 2nd income- producing as an attraction) then con—w
struction of COnvehtiOnpl modern buildin s in the 2ree or,
derhaps worse, of fake perlod commercisl buildinzs, which ere

rerely convincing. In fect, the economics of moderp commercial

constructlion preclude o quality eppropriate to thils historic srea.

A zood nineteenth century bullding 1s better than 2 bed twen-
tleth century bullding. Thris esrcnltect hes restored meny

nlneteenth century store fronts, and knows thst this may be no
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more -costly thian "modern" ninte pslrss aund metnl consﬁructlon.
Two otner con” clﬁl builélngs whicn mey be polnted

appropriete to the cres »re the Durgebln Bulldlag end

tne neighboring tullding 2t 48 piein St. The former is a2

-
wo

trick bullding »né ou en importent cornsr; the uppder flocrs

are suggestive of Greek Revival work, but it is understood

the buildini wrs constructed esrly in this century. The lower

floor is more evidently of the Classic=l Revivgl style of the

early Twentleth century; this, however, is very compatible

"with its surroundings

.of the seome era 1n 2 neo-Dutch style. ¢h°cnllusion mey be

anprOOrlﬂte historlc?llj, but stV1lStic?11y the, apueerance here‘

\
of thz New Amsterdzm stepped gable f—wcinrr the street is not

convincin;, when surrounded by so much Lnﬁlish trﬂdltion.

The brick bullding »t 48 Naln St. 1s 2 curlous work i

Nevarthpless, thls sm2ll building is well detﬂlled end cpntriJQfﬂ

butes interest without ovelng visually disruotlve. It repreéents:i

L

tne tzste 2nd attltude of the esrly bwentieth century, Pnd as i

such should be preserved,

There 2re two adjoining frame houses at 21 and 25

Fain St., wnich are 2z peir simller in generzl late nineteenth

century style, The house =2t No. 21 is merred by a fire escgpe,

z0d h2s neo-classicel detezil of the turn—of—the centurj, but

ig & good compenlon to thc remarkable buildivd et Vo. 25, which

1t one of the finest exsamples of its kind th~t this: autnor nes

ever seen,

Dzted on its fecade 1883, this is 2 superd exemple of

FE - LTS




s R S BE T S

e

-~

B T o
3 a

“Eonr

)f..,ﬁ("ﬁ‘i

!'s

valuable work of e=rlierp centuries.
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? sopnisticeted stvile laentifled 1n Englend with the desloner
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lake, 2nd in thuis country by such work of H.H. Ricnerdson

£8 the Watts Suermen Houce in Newport; R.I. The genersl type

of irregulsy "pleturesque’ house much f-vored Ly the late niﬁe-
teenth century is oftén termed (rather 1nnppropriatciy) "Oueen
Anne", The house at 25 iPin Street is e nure exnmole of 3 more
special type, with consistent formsl vocabulery. Although
riculy decorative, th“ effect aeriveo more from 1nvent1ve use

of simplé mtteriﬂls then from anblication of ornpmentetlon

tre lower fioor is of brick, the upper floor of freme with '
Detterned shingle slding. Turned balusters ere used effectively,
5 are colofed glass trensoms., There is much specipl det°11 as
tﬁc date plpque, cerved in wood, the octagonal chimqey} 2nd the'
entrance door. Certainly tuls eppears to bc‘the work of a

skillful erchiteot, rebresenting the best teste of his time,

Wnhile very remote in history and in charecher from the narlinst‘,

stone houses, 1. mey be = fitting work with which to conclude,.

sucgesting the ricnnﬁss of the coliection of historic erchitect-q

urecontained in the stockade srez of Kilng ston, 2nd hopnfullj
encouraging recognition of the value of the lster work of the .

vlnnt=enth century @s well ss the perhaps more evidently
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